FORR Acquires
17 Acres in the Royal
River Estuary

]'_Jast December, the Friends
of the Royal River (FORR)
acquired 17 acres in the Royal
River Estuary. Thanks to Yarmouth
residents Ann Donaghy and Nancy
Gunzelmann’s generous gift of
land, FORR will manage the salt-
water marsh property as a wildlife
preserve. The marsh is a well known
natural feature to anyone familiar
with the Royal River Estuary. It is part
of a large coastal wetland complex
that defines the northern bank of
the Royal River just upstream of
the Town’s new Bayview Estuary
Preserve. The U.S Fish & Wildlife
Service lists this area as high value
habitat for a wide variety of birds
and animals.

“We were eager to work with the
Friends of the Royal River to make
this project a reality. It is really an
extension of the Town's visionary
purchase of the nearby Bayview
Estuary Preserve,” remarked Ann
Donaghy.

This acquisition fits with FORR’s
goal of conserving key riparian
habitats throughout the region.
FORR is extremely grateful to Ann
and Nancy for their part in conserv-
ing a key portion of the estuary.
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Conserving land for people, wildlife, clean water, and the future

Marsh acquisition under a blanket of snow from the March 8th storm, as seen from a Bayview
Estuary Preserve trail.

FORR Completes Royal River Region
Conservation Plan

With financial assistance from the Maine Community Foundation
and the Davis Conservation Foundation, FORR has completed
a conservation plan for the Royal River region that will focus our land
conservation work along watercourses and on large, unroaded tracts over the
next five years. The Plan shows projected development trends that will steadily
erode the region’s natural systems and restrict access to open land. The Royal
River Region Conservation Plan includes strategies to protect water quality
and wildlife habitat and create recreational
opportunities. We hope to build on existing
trail systems, creating links and new sections
on undeveloped riparian areas and protected
uplands. Our vision of an infrastructure of
conservation lands, serving both people and
wildlife, we believe, is well-aligned with goals
of our communities. Working with the towns,
landowners and with many other partners
will be vital to the success of this effort. For
more information, please contact Henry
Nichols at 847-9399.
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President’'s Column

Friends of the Royal
River has come a long
way in the past three
years. As an organiza-
tion, we've expanded
our focus from water quality to land
conservation —a huge leap! We be-
lieve this work is critical to balance
the relentless development pressure
and to maintain intact landscapes for
generations of people and wildlife in
the region. And now, in a continuing
effort to work with the communities
in our region, we are making plans
to merge with the North Yarmouth
and New Gloucester land trusts. Con-
solidation is more difficult than one
might think: someone has to figure
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Please contact your local legislators and
urge them to support LD 800, An Act to
Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for
the Land for Maine's Future Program (LMF),
sponsored by Sen. Mary Andrews (R-York).

Previous LMF bond funds have benefited
this region (recently, the Bayview Estuary
Preserve Project] and the entire stafe
enormously. But the program no longer has
funds and last year the Maine Legislature
failed to forward a proposed bond
package to voters. This $75 million bond
would be allocated to worthy projects over
a four year period.

Access to State funds for local conserva-
tion projects s critical if we are to continue
to protect some of our region’s valued
lands. LMF funds allow us to leverage
federal and foundation funds to stretch
the effect of local dollars. This past fall we
missed the opportunity to protect valuable
shorefront property because LMF funds
were not available. Friends of the Royal
River is co-hosting a information session
with area legislators on April 28th at the Yar-
mouth Town Hall from 6-9PM. Please come
and let them know this is important.

For more information on the land bond go
to www.mainelandbond.org

out how each community will have
a voice in the larger organization,
account for and document existing
easements, and make certain that
previous conservation efforts can be
responsibly cared for. All of these
tasks consume time and energy.
Merging means taking responsibility
for an additional 12 easements and
one preserve without the benefit of
stewardship funds. As we move in
this direction, we're breaking new
ground, and we hope you'll join us in
shouldering our new responsibilities
and enjoying these local conservation
lands. We all need to be stewards of
this region. Give us a call, and come
paddle with us! —Jane Arbuckle
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CURRENT VIEW by David Platt
Public Access

The questions are as old as
conservation itself: How much
protection is enough? And at what
point are we in danger of “loving a
place to death”? Land trusts such as
Friends of the Royal River face them
every time they take on a project.

Landowners who grant conservation
easements usually aren't required to
let the public onto their protected
properties, and many don't. Shielding
a tract from development can be a
sufficient public benefit. Still, a land
trust must always consider whether
enhancing public access - to Casco
Bay, the Royal River or a tributary in
the Friends’ case - can be as important
as simply warding off development.
As a charitable organization dedicated
to improving the quality of life in this
region, FORR must take the whole
community’s needs into account.

Some cases are simple: our Groves
Farm and Bayview Estuary easements
cover properties that are now publicly
owned, making public access a given.
But in other instances landowners are

understandably skittish about inviting
the public to “tramp through their
back yards.” As an organization we
must respect this desire for privacy
where it's appropriate.

Demand for public access to
waterways and open land is certain
to grow in the years to come, if
only because it is a Maine birthright
that has already been seriously
eroded by development. Helping
to provide access through carefully
conceived projects that are sensitive
to landowners’ needs as well as those
of the public is an important role for
land trusts, including Friends of the
Royal River.
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Skiing at Pineland.



Discovering Richness at the
Bayview Estuary Preserve

Yarmouth resident and Smith College senior Nora Beem, spent a portion of her 2004
summer studying flora and fauna at the town'’s new preserve and developing an outstanding
management report. Here is some of what she found.

Freshwater Pond at the Bayview Estuary Preserve

aving spent two months

last summer walking and
surveying Bayview Estuary Preserve,
I was struck by the remarkable
biodiversity found it our own backyard.
Through solo visits and those aided by
several local naturalists and a member
of the US Fish and Wildlife Service I
was able to compile a list of over 120
species present on the site.

The property contains a wealth of
habitats ranging from open meadows
and several woodlots to a freshwater
pondandasignificant
salt marsh. The
freshwater pond on
the eastern border
of the property was
createdin 1976, when
the then-owners
dammed a creek,
creating permanent
waterfowl habitat.
The pond is now home to black ducks,
double breasted cormorants, snowy
egrets, and painted turtles—just to
name a few. Approximately ten of
the thirty-five acres that make up the
Preserve are salt marsh, creating an
important ecological nursery ground

Trustees Jane Arbuckle and Sharon
McHold idenftifying plants at the
Bayview Estuary Preserve.

for many aquatic organisms. The
marsh is relatively pristine, with only
a small patch of the invasive reed,
Phragmites. Otherwise, all of the
native salt marsh species one would
expect to find are present.

us Fish and Wildlife Service
assessments determined that of the
91 species of concern located within
the Gulf of Maine watershed, 41
have particularly high habitat value
within the Bayview Estuary Preserve.
Most of the cited species were
birds, including 13
migratory shorebirds
and waterbirds, such
as the snowy egret,
little blue heron, and
tri-colored heron. Other
wildlife noted on site
ranged from expected
small mammals like
the chipmunk and red
squirrel to otters and woodchucks.

[ am pleased as a Yarmouth
resident that the Friends of the Royal
River and the Trust for Public Land
in cooperation with the Town of
Yarmouth had the foresight to set
aside this impressive parcel of land for

Royal River Youth
Conservation Corps:

After a
heavy rain-
storm last
summer,
YCC work-
er Mary
Cloutier
shows off
the sedi-
ment trap

""r I she helped
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Our Second Year

The Friends of the Royal River

and its partners (Cumberland
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, the Casco Bay
Estuary Project, Sabbathday Lake
Association, the towns of New
Gloucester, North Yarmouth,
Pownal and Yamouth, US EPA
and Maine DEP) are bringing
back the Royal River Youth
Conservation Corps for a
second season. For seven weeks
this summer, area high school
students will fix non point
source pollution problem areas
throughout the watershed by
building low tech erosion con-
trol systems, landscaping, and
planning trees. For students
who like to get their hands
dirty and work hard outdoors,
this is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to help clean up our
streams. If you are interested,
please contact Betty Williams
at the Cumberland County
Soil & Water Conservation
District at 856-2777 or betty-
williams@me.nacdnet.org.

conservation and passive recreation. I
hope that my draft management plan
will help form a baseline of ecological
data as Yarmouth re-embraces the river
that once defined it. —Nora Beem
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THANK YOU!!!

outgoing Trustees, Chris Ayres,

Caroline Hyde and Gil Birney for

their years of thoughtful service and
hard work for the Friends.

To Hyde Brownell, Katie Murphy,
Peter Milliken, Denny Palmer, Cay &
George Kendrick, Betsy Kelly, Merrie
Woodworth, Lew Holman, Linc
Merrill and Lori Fowler for their hours
of exceptional volunteering.

Joan Tilney and Dick & Jean Leslie
for hosting us in their homes as we
gathered interest in the Bayview Estu-
ary Preserve.

Gro Flatebo for her donation of a
copy machine and to Bo Chesney for
his donation of a scanner and loan of
office furniture.

Liz Armstrong for our handsome
logo and newsletter assistance.

Alix Hopkins for her counsel and
newsletter assistance.

Ben Pearson and Kathy Mills for
connecting us to new supporters.

Rupert Neily, aka “Vernal Pool,”
for his conservation musings at our
2005 Annual Meeting; to Rosita
Moore, Jenny & Dick Hodges, Eileen
Peterson, June Lacombe, Rod Pervier,
Caroline Hyde, Lois Strickland,
Elisabeth Wursten and Brian Libby
for serenading us with river songs at
the Annual Meeting.
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Fresh snoeshoe tracks on one of the many frails af
the Chandler Brook Preserve in North Yarmouth.

Calendar of
Upcoming Events
April 28 ........ Forum with State

Legislators in Yarmouth about
Land for Maine’s Future Bond

April 31.......... Riparian Corridor
Survey by Canoe

May 14, 6AM Intervate Bird-
Walk with expert Bill Hancock

Sept 17............ FORR Preserves
Trail Maintenance Day

Interested? Please contact us at
847-9399 or royal@maine.rr.com

FORR Welcomes
New Board Member

At the Friends of the Royal
River’s Annual Meeting in January,
members enthusiastically elected
Yarmouth resident, Charlie
Emmons to the Board of Trustees
for a three year term. Charlie and
his wife Margie, moved to Maine in
2002 to be nearer to their children
and to set down roots in a place
they love, northern New England.
Charlie currently works for the
Finance Authority of Maine after
a distinguished career at the Bank
of America in Baltimore. An avid
outdoorsman, Charlie plans on
getting to know the area in his
new kayak. The Friends of the
Royal River is pleased to welcome
Charlie.

Volunteers
Needed

Friends of the Royal River is looking for
volunteers fo help with the following tasks:

» Membership development

P Easement monitoring

P Trail building and maintenance

P Riparian and non-point source

pollution surveys

» Database maintenance

P Periodic mailings

P> Newsletter articles

» Event coordination

» Document filing

» Photography

P Fund raising

P Press releases
If you are interested in helping with
any of these or serving on a standing

committee, please contact

Henry Nichols, Executive Director,
at 847-9399 or royal@maine.rr.com
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If you are already a member, thank you. If you know someone who might be interested in supporting
our work, please help them fill out, clip and mail the card above to the Friends of the Royal River, PO Box 90, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

We thank the sponsor of THOMAS Real Estate Sales  Yarmouth, Maine
this issue of Cwrrents: BROKERAGE

Fatatat

FRIEMDS oo na
ROWAL RIVER

PO Box 90
Yarmouth, Maine 04096




