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Currents

Conserving land for people, wildlife, clean water, and the future

Three Recent Conservation Successes RRCT Hires
Stewardship
Coordinator
hanks to several key grants and
some generous local support,
RRCT is thrilled to welcome Julie
Franklin of Cumberland as our new
Stewardship Coordinator. With 25
conservation easements and six feeowned preserves, her first season
with RRCT promises to be a busy
one. She will be working closely with
Stewardship Committee Chair, Charlie Emmons, and other volunteers.
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RRCT Directors Jerry King, Gordy Scannell, and Tom Armstrong volunteering their time out on Littlejohn Island.

• 16 Acres in North Yarmouth
RRCT recently acquired this land, located at the corner of Long Hill and
Haskell roads along North Yarmouth’s western boundary. This property will
become a neighborhood sanctuary for a rapidly developing part of Cumberland County. (see story, p.4)

• 23 Acres on Littlejohn Island
RRCT purchased this spectacular land at the end of Littlejohn Island, overlooking Casco Bay. The land was purchased thanks to a significant anonymous donation and the generosity of the landowners, the Colin Cunningham family. The land will provide access for people wishing to explore over
half a mile of coastline.

• 1,700 Acres at Sabbathday Lake
RRCT worked as a key project partner, helping to
raise $3.6 million to preserve Sabbathday Lake
Shaker Village. The land, which includes19 historic structures, is home to the last Shaker community in the world. RRCT will act as the local
stewards on behalf of the New England Forestry
Foundation. (see story, p.4)

Ms. Franklin has been a field technician for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, a program
coordinator for an
environmental
non-profit based in
California, Alaska
and Russia, and
worked as a lab and
research assistant
for an environmental technology
start-up company in South Portland.
She is a volunteer water sampler
with Presumpscott River Watch and
– before moving to Cumberland
with her husband and two sons –
served for three years on the Cape
Elizabeth Conservation Commission. Julie has a master’s degree in
environmental management from
Duke University.

Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village
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President’s Column
Fourteen years ago, this
organization started
when a group of concerned citizens pledged
to volunteer their time
to advocate for the
Royal River, one of our region’s
most prominent natural resources.
Today, people continue to offer
their time and talents to help the
Royal River Conservation Trust
(RRCT) fulfill its mission. Volunteers are the cornerstone of RRCT’s
past and future successes. Everyone who has given time to RRCT
(and its predecessor organizations) shares a common calling—
making a difference to the future
of his or her community.
No task has been too small or
project too ambitious for volunteers to take time from their busy
schedules to lend a hand. Our
evolving story becomes ever more
compelling when you stop to consider that every strategy session,
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grant, piece of conserved land, trail,
barn party or new
member—in short,
every success—has
happened
because
volunteers were willing commit their time
and energy.
Today, RRCT needs
volunteers more than
ever. As we work with
willing landowners
and our communities When Director Gordy Scannell is not volunteering for RRCT, you can
to conserve and con- often find him on the trail exercising.
nect important lands
• Promotion and News—people
throughout our 12-town region,
willing to write press releases, preour need for sophistication and
pare newsletters, and/or do preefficiency grows. Essentially, the
sentations to let our communities
more hands and talents we can
know we are in the business of creenlist, the greater our impact will
ating long-term community benebe in our collective backyard. Here
fits.
are some places where we need
your help:
• Special Events—people to help
• Membership—people to help us
drive our campaigns to attract
(and retain) the support of individuals, families and businesses
for RRCT’s work. Needed: a willingness to learn our development
software and to come in for a couple of hours a week.

organize and execute our Annual
Meeting, seasonal barn parties and
other events. Food, speakers, promotion, atmosphere and spirit.

• Stewardship—people willing to
monitor our conservation easements and help us take care of our
properties. Includes trail work,
boundary marking, signs, cleanup
and leading interpretive walks.
Great opportunity to get out doors
and make a difference.

Our volunteers have fun working
as part of a team and serve as
ambassadors for RRCT’s work to
help conserve our region’s most
important places. We are extremely grateful to them all. Please call
or write Henry Nichols if you are
interested in helping (207-8479399; royal@maine.rr.com)

• Office and Bookkeeping—a person willing to help with important
record keeping on a regular basis.

• Mapping and Website—people
willing to help us develop computer mapping capabilities and/or
keep our website’s content fresh.

Tom Armstrong Jr.
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Conservation Corridors:RRCT’s Unique Vision
e, in the Royal River region,
have a unique opportunity to
shape the identity of this area for years
to come. Our townships still retain
much of the rural flavor that first drew
us, or our ancestors, to this place.

lost. “A creative mosaic,” Tom Armstrong, president of RRCT calls it,
because the vision relies on the patching together of many different conserved properties.
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“Wouldn’t it be great,” mused
Nichols, “to hike that connected corridor from Sabbathday Lake to the sea
at Casco Bay with your grandchild or
your friend, to have the opportunity
to see a moose or a rare turtle, to
spend a night or two along the way in
a hut, and not have to drive two-hundred miles to do it?”

However, time is of the essence. The
Royal River region is almost too attractive, with its large swaths of woodland
and fields, its proximity to the sea,
and its half-hour commuter distance
to Portland. In the 1990’s alone, Cumberland County lost 56,000 of its
rural acres to development—a sizeable 39 percent reduction in its total
rural acreage.
Royal River Conservation Trust’s aim
is to safeguard what Wendell Berry
called “the peace of wild things” in
this area by connecting corridors of
conserved land. At the center of
RRCT’s vision is a corridor running
from Sabbathday Lake to its southernmost holdings on Casco Bay—a 44
mile stretch of wetland, upland,
woodland and farmland. Other corridors along Chandler, East Branch and
Collyer brooks and Runaround Pond
offer exciting possibilities for recreation and habitat protection.
“We’re trying to create permanent
greenways, just the way towns and

Director Jane Arbuckle exploring Runaround Pond

cities have historically built infrastructures of roads and sewers and
schools,” said Henry Nichols, executive director of RRCT. Without substantial connected spaces, non-opportunistic species (species that cannot
thrive around humans), such as fisher,
marten and pileated woodpecker, will
retreat from the area, to be replaced by
more ubiquitous ones; and opportunities for lengthy trail systems will be

“We have the bookends (in Sabbathday and Casco Bay),” Armstrong said,
“and we need to continue to fill it in.
There are significant tax benefits for
giving land or conservation easements
(see Donate story, on page 4). Our
approach is to say, ‘at least let’s talk,
we can help you understand your
options.’
“We’re an alternative to the gravitational pull of what has happened in
parts of Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, and coastal New
Hampshire,” Armstrong said. “If we
don’t deal with it now, though, we’ll
be no different. Our area will change
before our eyes, before we even know
what’s happening.”

Volunteer Profile: Betsy Oakleaf

I

f you have the chance to visit our new website
(www.rrct.org), you will see our super volunteer,
Betsy Oakleaf’s, handiwork. Using her design skills and
her experience in what makes an effective website, Betsy
volunteered to help the Royal River Conservation Trust
revamp its old site. “You have to give people a reason to
want to navigate your site and conveniently discover
nuggets that they would not find elsewhere. And you
want to make sure that they will come back from time
to time,” says Betsy. A Falmouth resident, Betsy works
with non-profits and businesses on strategic marketing
through website development. Betsy gained some of
these skills when she decided to work in sales for a web
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hosting company 10 years ago,
subsequently becoming a certified
computer network administrator.
She then earned an M.S. in management of information systems.
Following those experiences, she
lived in Japan with her family for
several years before moving to Maine in 2002. Betsy
maintains that we have a ways to go before RRCT’s website becomes a dynamic tool serving our growing constituency, but that it’s a good start. We heartily agree that
it is a terrific start and are indebted to Betsy for all her
time and advice.

1,700 Acre Shaker Project Completed
RRCT to Monitor Conservation Easement

Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village as seen from the apple orchard.

he two-year effort to preserve the
Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village
reached a successful conclusion on Jan.
31, 2007. A conservation easement over
the land and a preservation agreement
covering the historic buildings guarantee that the historic farm will never be
developed. The village, forest and farm,
a National Historic Landmark comprised of 1,700 acres and 19 historic
structures and landscape features, is the
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last place in the world where Shakers
farm, work and worship.
The Trust for Public Land and lead
project partners Maine Preservation,
the Royal River Conservation Trust,
and the Friends of the Shakers, worked
to raise $3.6 million in funding to purchase the easements and endow a stewardship fund for the future care of the
land and buildings.

2007: Best Year to Donate
a Conservation Easement
n August 3, 2006, Congress expanded the federal conservation tax incentive
for conservation easement
donations. The new law:

O

• Raises the deduction a
landowner can take for donating a conservation easement
from 30 percent of their
income in any year to 50
percent;
• Allows qualifying farmers
and ranchers to deduct up to
100 percent of their income;
and
• Extends the carry-forward
period for a donor to take tax
deductions for a voluntary
conservation agreement from
5 to 15 years.
It is important to note that
this only applies to easements
donated in 2006 and 2007.

Under the previous rules, a
landowner earning $50,000 a
year who donated a $1 million conservation easement
could take a $15,000 deduction for the year of the donation and for an additional 5
years — a total of $90,000 in
tax deductions.

The new rules allow that
landowner to deduct $25,000
for the year of the donation
and then for an additional 15
years. That’s $400,000 in
deductions. If the landowner
qualifies as a farmer or rancher, they can zero out their
taxes. In that case, they could
take a maximum of $800,000
in deductions for their million dollar gift.
Source: Land Trust Alliance Website

Having assisted in the fundraising
effort to preserve the property in perpetuity, RRCT will now be responsible for
monitoring the conservation easement
through an agreement with the New
England Forestry Foundation, holders
of the conservation easement. Monitoring will begin this summer.
RRCT looks forward to continue working with the Sabbathday Lake Shakers.

RRCT Acquires 16 Acres
oyal River Conservation Trust is pleased to
announce that it has acquired a 16-acre parcel
in North Yarmouth as a result of working with the
North Yarmouth Planning Board and the owner,
DeWolfe Development LLC. Located at the corner of
Long Hill and Haskell roads along North
Yarmouth’s western boundary, this property will
become a neighborhood sanctuary for a rapidly
developing part
of Cumberland
County.

R

“We will be seeking volunteers
from the area to
help us build and
maintain a small
footpath on this
delightful, wooded parcel,” said
Charlie Emmons,
RRCT Stewardship Committee
chairman.

Old stone wall hints at the property's
agricultural past.
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RRCT Expands Stewardship Efforts
Critical to the success of the Royal River
Conservation Trust (RRCT) is our ability
to managed and oversee conserved land.
RRCT is currently responsible for 25 conservation easements and six in-fee
(owned by us) properties.
RRCT (not the landowner) is responsible
for monitoring the conservation easements, reporting on any violations to the
terms of the easement, and working with
the landowner to remedy any infractions.
Easement terms vary, but often include
prohibitions against building on or subdividing the land and limitations on soil
disturbance and timber harvesting. Easements may often allow public access,
agriculture, and forest management.

Spring has arrived.

The RRCT has hired a stewardship coordinator, Julie Franklin (see profile, page

1), to spearhead this effort. Julie, with the
help of our Stewardship Committee, is
currently updating and merging the easement records of our four predecessor
organizations, developing an ongoing
monitoring program for easements and
preparing management plans for our
properties.
Julie will need a dozen or more volunteers to help her oversee the easements.
Initially operating in teams, volunteer
monitors will become familiar with the
terms of an easement , walk the properties with the landowner and fill out a
short form concerning what they’ve
observed. This is a commitment of about
three to five hours per year per property.
If you’re interested, please contact Julie
Franklin (207) 221-6477 or Charlie
Emmons (207) 623-3263 ext.233.

Events
Rails and wrens, by the bird!
Led by RRCT Director, Bill Hancock
This popular annual birding trip, cosponsored by Maine Audubon and the Royal
River Conservation Trust, will explore New
Gloucester's beautiful Intervale marshes
for some of the reclusive species characteristic of southern Maine's freshwater wetlands, such as Virginia rail, sora, American
bittern and marsh wren. Wear waterproof
boots. No fee; donations to either organization appreciated—pay by the bird: rail,
sora, or bittern $4 each; wren, harrier $3
each, or whatever you think it's worth!
Meet at the baseball field on Route 231 in
New Gloucester on Saturday, May 12 at 6
a.m. Please call Bill Hancock at 781-2330
to reserve a spot.
Nature Walks at Sabbathday Lake
Shaker Village
Nature Walks, led by Carol Beyna, a
trained naturalist, are scheduled this summer on May 26, June 16, July 14, August
18, Sept. 8, Oct. 6. The walks are offered
twice on each of those days- 10-12:30 p.m.
and 1:30-4 p.m. FEES: $5.-adults; $2.-children; under 6, free. RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED. 207-926-4597. More Nature
Walk details at www.shaker.lib.me.us
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Royal River Conservation Trust
Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 17, 2007 in the late afternoon. Directors and members will conduct the business of the corporation.
There will be time for visits to nearby
conservation properties, light fare, and
entertainment. We will mail details to
members.
Explore Littlejohn Island Preserve
Led by the Yarmouth Conservation Commission. Saturday, June 9, 2007. 9:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Meet at Cousins Island
Sandy Beach parking area. Explore and
hike the rocky LJ shoreline of this spectacular property recently acquired by Royal
River Conservation trust. Hike conditions: Trail is moderately level with some
occasional steep and wet areas.

Director Dick Henriques will
retire from the RRCT Board in
May following several years of
outstanding service. We will
miss Dick’s steadying hand,
sense of humor, and his willingness to take on all manner of
tasks. Fortunately, Dick has
agreed to stay active with RRCT’s
Stewardship Committee.

Royal River Bike Ride
Bike ride up the Royal River watershed
followed by potluck cookout. Thursday, Tide Mills of Midcoast Maine
June 14th. Details to follow on website. with Maritime Historian
Bud Miller
Annual Barn Party
Monday, April 23, 2007, 7:00 p.m.,
Annual Barn Party honoring members Old Town House, Route 9, (just
and guests. Friday, September 21st. south of the Royal River), North
Details to follow on website.
Yarmouth. Lost history revealed!

at rrct.org

Membership Card

We plan on evolving our website to be a place where readers may learn about our activities,
find information on how our communities are growing, and become inspired to help us conserve the Royal River region’s special places.

I wish to make my tax-deductible membership gift
of $ ___________by Jcheck Jcredit card

E-mail address ________________________________

____________________________________________

Card #______________________________________
Name as it appears on card

Card type ___________________________________

Phone number _______________________________

Expiration date_______________________________

THANK YOU!!!

RRCT will not share your information with anyone.
Member benefits include our biannual newsletter and
invitations to special events.

City/Town/Zip________________________________

Street Address ________________________________

Name(s) _____________________________________

Thank you for sustaining the Royal River Conservation Trust with a membership gift. Our success
is directly attributable to membership support from people living, working and playing in the
Royal River region. Please give according to your interest and ability (our current members have
made membership gifts ranging from $25 to $500).

RRCT introduces its new website
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